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DETAILED ACTION 

- The present Office action is in response to application dated 
22 September 2003. 

- Claims 1-14 are pending. All claims have been examined. 

Priority 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 
U.S.C. 119 (a) -(d), which papers have been placed of record in 
the file. Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statements (IDS) submitted on 
09/22/2003, 05/19/2004, and 05/24/2005 were filed after the 
mailing date of the application on 22 September 2003. The 
submission is in compliance with the provisions of 37 CFR 1.97. 
Accordingly, the information disclosure statement is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Specif lea tion 

3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title 
is required that is clearly indicative of the invention to which 
the claims are directed. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for 
patent, published under section 122 (b) , by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for 
patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent 
by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty 
in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-2, 5, 8-9, and 12 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C, 102(e) as being anticipated by Shu et al . [US 
2002/0110073 Al] . 



Regarding claim 1, Shu et al . teaches a playback unit (see 
Abstract, "DVD player") which plays back predetermined 
information (see Id., "accessed by a single DVD player with a 
card reader") ; an accommodation unit which accommodates a 
detachable recording medium (see "card reader 3", Figure 1); and 
a controller (see Page 1, 0014) which causes the playback unit 
to access to the recording medium accommodated in the 
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accommodation unit according to a first communication standard 
(see Page 1, 0014; "PCMCIA card") and causes an external 

apparatus to access to the recording medium according to a 

second communication standard (see Id. "ATA" ) different from the 
first communication standard. 

As for claim 2, Shu et al. teaches the first communication 
standard as the PCMCIA and the second standard as the ATA (see 
Page 1, 0014) . 

As for claim 5, Shu et al . teaches the playback apparatus 
accessing the recording medium accommodated in the accommodation 
unit according to the first communication standard through a 
PCMCIA slot (see Page 1, 0014; "PCMCIA card"). 

Regarding independent claim 8, this corresponds to the 
access method of a playback apparatus comprising a playback unit 
which plays back predetermined information. This method is 
directed to the apparatus disclosed in claim 1. Shu et al . 
teaches the limitations corresponding to the apparatus and 
therefore also teaches the limitations corresponding to the 
method directed to the apparatus. Therefore, the present claim 
is rejected under the same basis. 
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As for dependent claims 9 and 12, these correspond to the 
access method of a playback apparatus comprising a playback unit 
which plays back predetermined information, Shu et al. teaches 
the limitations corresponding to the apparatus (as recited in 
claims 2 and 5) and therefore also teaches the limitations 
corresponding to the method directed to the apparatus. 
Therefore, the present claims are rejected under the same basis. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is 
not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject 
matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by 
the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere 
Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 
establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 
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3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 

8. Claims 3, 6-7, 10, and 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Shu et al . [US 2002/0110073 
Al] in view of Liu et al . [US 2003/0172209 Al] . 

As for claim 3, Shu et al . teaches a switch interposed 
between the playback unit and the accommodation unit (see Page 
1, 0019) . However, the reference fails to teach a "first switch 
element interposed between a terminal which receives a signal 
from the external apparatus and the accommodation unit and a 
second switch element interposed between the playback unit and 
accommodation unit, wherein when the playback unit accesses to 
the recording medium accommodated in the accommodation unit, the 
controller turns off the first switch element and turns on the 
second switch element, and when the external apparatus accesses 
to the recording medium, the controller turns on the first 
switch element and turns off the second switch element", as 
claimed. 

As for these limitations, Liu et al. teaches a playback 
apparatus in which when the playback unit accesses the recording 
medium, a controller turns off communication between a terminal 
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and the accommodation unit (see Page 1, 0015; "when a card is 
inserted... the arbitration switch will switch../ 7 ) . When an 
external apparatus accesses the recording medium, a controller 
turns off communication between the playback unit and the 
accommodation unit, according to Liu et al (see Page 1, 0015; 
"when the USB transfer interface is connected... implement data 
exchange between the CF card and the computer") . 

At the time of the invention, one of ordinary skill in the 
art would have been motivated to combine the cited disclosures 
in order to obtain a playback apparatus ("player") capable of 
supporting various flash memory cards (see "MS/SD/MMC/SM") and 
plug-and-play interface, as taught by Liu et al. (see Page 1, 
0002) . 

As for claim 6, Shu et al . does not teach accessing a 
recording medium through a USB terminal . As for this 

limitation, Liu et al . teaches accessing a recording medium via 
a USA interface (see Page 3, claim 3) . At the time of the 
invention, one of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to combine the cited disclosures for the reasons 
stated above. 
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As for claim 7, while Shu et al. teaches a playback unit 
that plays back an audio file (see Abstract, "audio and video 
data") , it does not teach accessing a recording medium through a 
USB terminal . As for this limitation, Liu et al. teaches 
accessing a recording medium via a USA interface (see Page 3, 
claim 3) as well as playing back an audio file (see Abstract, 
"video/audio media player") . At the time of the invention, one 
of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to 
combine the cited disclosures for the reasons stated above. 

As for dependent claims 10 and 13-14, these correspond to 
the access method of a playback apparatus comprising a playback 
unit which plays back predetermined information. The 
combination of references teaches the limitations corresponding 
to the apparatus (as recited in claims 3 and 6-7) and therefore 
also teaches the limitations corresponding to the method 
directed to the apparatus. Therefore, the present claims are 
rejected under the same rationale. 
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9. Claims 4 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Shu et al. [US 2002/0110073 Al] in view 
of Oya [JP 2002007003 A] 

As for claim 4, Shu et al. does not teach the playback 
apparatus as having a USB-ATA bridge which receives a USB 
standard signal from an external apparatus and converts the USB 
signal into an ATA signal and supplying the standard signal to 
the recording medium, as claimed. 

As per these limitations, Oya teaches a converting part for 
converting between USB and ATA (see Figure4, "38") . At the time 
of the invention, one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to combine the references in order to utilize 
"plug-and-play functions" and a "hot plug function" which "are 
the excellent point of a USB standard", as explicitly taught by 
Oya (see Abstract) . 

As for dependent claim 11, this corresponds to the access 
method of a playback apparatus comprising a playback unit which 
plays back predetermined information. The combination of 
references teaches the limitations corresponding to the 
apparatus (as recited in claims 4) and therefore also teaches 
the limitations corresponding to the method directed to the 
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apparatus. Therefore, the present claim is rejected under the 
same rationale. 



Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 

considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure: 

a. Piau et al. [US 2003/0067814 Al] teaches apparatus and 
architecture for a compact flash memory controller. 
Furthermore, the reference teaches that, "the 
microcontroller 216 is capable of retrieving data that is 
stored in the flash memory 222 in the usual manner and, 
instead of outputting this data the PCMCIA- AT A interface 
204, the microcontroller 216 can route this data to a 
multi-function interface that outputs the data on an output 
bus that is configured for either serial I/O, parallel I/O" 
(see Paragraph 24) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Angel L. 
Casiano whose telephone number is 571-272-4142. The examiner 
can normally be reached on 9:00-5:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Kim Huynh can be 
reached on 571-272-4147. The fax phone number for the 



Application/Control Number: 10/665,207 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2182 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 

Ale 

31 January 2006 




< KIM HUYNH 

JPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




